How to Quote Chomsky with no

Appeal to Meaning: a Piece for

Southern Accent

Duration:

5minutes, 48 seconds

This is a stereo mixdown of a sound installation that is intended for eight track playback though eight channels/speakers.  Sounds used include sentences written by Jonathan Chen and read by Dana Green, as well as violins, synthesizers, and broken records played by Jonathan Chen.  The work was assembled from two-track recordings using the computer software, Pro Tools.

Construction:

Five sentences were written which are all essentially nonsense.  The five sentences are:


1)  How do they decide which hammer to use when all are the same color?


2)  You can help us structure our time with out using all our hair for chewing gum.


3)  Now they should continue gramma’s therapy so that she is able to speak.


4)  Why do you have such a problem being knocked out of place by crazy time


       spinners?


5)  They know now that there is a choice but no mileage will surface in all of this


       mess.

Sentences and tracks:


A voice over recording was taken of all five sentences.  The actor, Dana Green, was instructed to speak with a southern accent and to give each of the sentences a different emotional feel.  After recording the sentences, Green was asked to make non-speech sounds that defined for her the different emotional states she had previously tried to convey.  Sounds such as crying, laughing, grunting, etc. were recorded.


The voice over material, along with previously recorded electronic and acoustic instruments were then edited and arranged using the computer program, Pro Tools.  Each of the non-speech sounds were placed with their corresponding sentences on individual tracks.  The instrumental sounds were placed on two more separate tracks.  Copying, cutting, and pasting techniques were applied to repeat and layer each of the sentences.  The highlighted words or parts of words, as shown in their written form, were then isolated for further editing.  After each repeat, the highlighted words and parts of words received more reverb, volume, and pitch/speed lowering.  The non-underlined fragments had their volumes lowered and pitches raised.   The amount of silence between speech sounds was also adjusted.  This editing was done throughout the duration of the piece to try to align and put into focus a sixth sentence made up of these underlined fragments.  The sixth sentence is “How can you construct a grammar with no knowledge of the hair color of speakers?” taken from Noam Chomsky’s book, Syntactic Structures.  This quote is also printed on cards that are stacked near the exhibit.  A mixdown version of the Chomsky quote/underlined fragments was bounced to the final of the eight tracks near the end of the piece.

Placement of speakers, eight-track, and levels:


All eight speakers are placed out of immediate view.  Five are spread out in an approximate circle.  The speaker playing the underlined fragments mixdown is mounted in the center of the five speakers.  The other two speakers playing the instrumental sounds are placed on opposite sides of the room or space.  The eight-track is placed out of sight & loops for the duration of the exhibit.  Levels are set so that a person standing/sitting in the center of the installation can hear all of the sentences.

